
 

If you think you have seen Elodea, take a 

sample or photograph, and note location. 

Alaska Department of Fish & Game’s  

Invasive Species Hotline: 

11--877877--INVASIV (468INVASIV (468--2748) 2748)   

Report this plant! 

Invasive 
Waterweeds,  
Elodea spp. 

Don’t let this happen to Alaska! 

Stop the spread of  

Aquatic Invasive Species! 

CLEAN - Rinse and remove all visible mud, 

plants, fish/animals from boats, trailers, float 

plane rudders and floats, and gear 
 

DRAIN - Drain water from coolers, floats, 

bilge pumps, buckets, and wring out gear   

before leaving the boat launch or fishing area 
 

DRY - Completely dry equipment and gear 

between visits to different waterbodies 
If drying is not possible, use hot (140°F) or salt water to clean 

equipment.  
 

Never release plants, water, fish, or 

animals into a body of water 
Aquarium plants and animals may be able to survive in our 

Alaskan waters! Dispose of aquariums responsibly. 

Identification: 

 Leaves in whorls of 3 (occasionally 4) 

 Stem lighter green than leaves 

 Stems grow in tangled mass 

Growth form is variable! 

Fairbanks Cooperative 
Weed Management Area 

590 University Ave, Suite 2 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 
Phone: (907) 479-1213  
Email: FCWMA.tech@gmail.com 
www.fairbanksweeds.org 

An invasive plant threat 

to Alaskan waters  
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Examples of potential impacts from invasive aquatic plants 

CLEAN ● DRAIN ● DRY 

This project was partially funded by NOAA Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery 

Funds administered by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Alaska 

Sustainable Salmon Fund.    



Though first 

documented in 

1982 in Eyak 

Lake, Cordova, 

land managers 

did not take  

notice of this 

plant until 2010, when it was found growing 

aggressively in Chena Slough near Fairbanks. 

Elodea is not native to Alaska, and it is the first 

invasive aquatic plant known here. It has the 

potential to impact freshwater resources  and 

fish habitat statewide. A coordinated control 

effort is needed now!  

Elodea around the world 
Elodea has a long history as 

an invasive plant.  It was 

introduced to Great Britain 

over a century ago, and has 

since spread to Scandinavia 

and across Russia to Lake 

Baikal. In other places    

Elodea has invaded, it has 

dramatically impeded navigability, impacted 

native ecosystems, and made fishing          

problematic or impossible. 

Elodea in Alaska 

Known Locations in Alaska 
Elodea has been found in waterbodies of Fairbanks,   

Anchorage, and Cordova. Where will it be found 

next? 

Impacts  
Elodea could impact lakes and rivers of Alaska in 

several ways. 

1. Degrade fish habitat and displace native flora 

and fauna 

2. Make boat travel difficult and reduce recrea-

tion opportunities 

3. Endanger safe float plane operation 

4. Alter freshwater habitats, including decreased 

flow and increased sedimentation 

5. Reduce property values of adjacent landowners 

Are other waters at risk? 
If nothing is done, Elodea will spread downstream 

and into new waterbodies - potentially carried by 

floatplanes, anglers, and recreational users.  Elodea 

prefers cool, clear, slow waters with silty bottoms.     

It spreads easily because: 
 

 Its segments can break apart 

forming hundreds of new plants 

 It can survive frozen in ice, and 

potentially travel long distances 

downstream 
 

The more Elodea spreads the less   

control we will have over the  

outcome and cost to Alaskans.  

How can you help? 
Leadership, initiative, cooperation, funding, and fast 

action are all needed to solve this growing problem! 

1. Support management efforts statewide! 

2. Volunteer to help educate stakeholders. 

3. When you are on the water, follow simple      

procedures to prevent spread of this plant. 

4. Report Elodea by calling 1-877-INVASIV  

when you see it! 

Public Action: 

Help protect Alaska’s natural resources. 

Let your elected representatives know 

invasive species management  

is an important issue! 

Will you let Elodea 

spread to  

your favorite  

fishing hole? 

Simplified example of what can happen when non-native 

plants are introduced into freshwater habitats 

Survey of Elodea in Chena Slough 

Lake Baikal’s  

Elodea infestation 

“...we can easily remove 20+ tons to the acre (of Elodea) 

from the water.” - Mike Stretton, Aquatic Solutions, UK 

Anchorage 

Fairbanks 

Cordova area 

Anchorage: Little Campbell, Sand, & Delong Lakes 

Fairbanks: Chena River, Chena Slough, and Chena Lake 

Cordova: Eyak Lake, Alaganik Slough, and McKinley & Martin Lakes 


